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title from Ibsen's Hedda
Gabler into "Hedda Gabler -

Queen of Manipulation”

This in itself is an attention getter!







Ibsen’s Hedda Gabler: Queen of Manipulation




4 &
Revising Revising and

and editing editing Page
Page 3 4,586

Transforming Hedda Gabler into
Hedda Gabler - Queen of Manipulation

3.
Reuvising Malave Bettinger

L EH301-056
and editing Dr. Joseph W. Robertshaw

Page 2 October 27 2019

i
2. Turning a
Reuvis ing good paper
and editing into a great
Page 1 paper




Bettinger

Malave Bettinger
Professor Julie A. Naviaux
Readings Literature — EH208-04

9 April 2019

| Ibsen’s Hedda Gabler: Queen of Manipulation
Henrik Ibsen wrote Hedda Gabler in the literary realism period of 19" century theatre.
Realism depicts

itis._ and Ibsen did a fine job with showing people the way they really are,
even if they are sometimes unlikeable and complicated like Hedda Gabler. It was written during
Dr. Robertshaw
recommended I
change couple

a period when women had few roles, and one of those was to be a housewife in a male-
dominated society. Women during this era were not meant to be very edueated, other than things

to make them proper wives, but if they were educated, they got fewer chances to use it. Ibsen’s - |_’Formaﬂ!ﬂ: Font: Ttalic

things such as
ermes-to-us-that Hedda Gabler is a woman who is trapped by her situation as adding the pen'od
well as by her own desires troubled. She feels smothered by male dominated society.ance-and and changl'ng

play shows us that

often she uses her intel

nce to get her way through with trickery, Because she feels backed thmgs to skills

into a corner by events, she has a mean and spiteful outleok that leads her to manipulate most
everyone in the play. Hedda is smart, wise, crafty, shrewd, socially deprived, cold-hearted,
manipulative, cunning and a devious woman. According to Thsen, we see this when she is called
out by Mrs. Elvsted who says to her “My dear Mrs. Hedda, how could you do such a thing to
that harmless old lady.” (Ibsen Act 2) Hedda is a tortureddisterted and a-complex individual who
thrives on sitting back and watching other lives be destroyed because of her own unhappiness
She is the daughter of General Gabler (even though her mother died, her name was not
mentioned) and Hedda comes from a_well-known m-aristeerstie-wealthy family who had money,

re, and power. Hedda came from a “good” family. One might say that Hedda has what it




Ibsen’s Hedda Gabler: Queen of Manipulation
Henrik Ibsen wrote Hedda Gabler in the literary realism period of 19% century theatre.
Realism depicts life as it is. Ibsen did a fine job with showing people the way they really are,
even if they are sometimes unlikeable and complicated like Hedda Gabler. It was written during
a period when women had few options, and one of those was to be a housewife in a male-
dominated society. Women during this era were not meant to be verv educated, other than
leaming skills to make them proper wives, but even if thev were educated, they got fewer
chances to use it. Ibsen’s play shows us that Hedda Gabler is a woman who is trapped by her
situation as well as by her own desires. She feels smothered by a male dominated society, and
often she uses her intelligence to get her way through trickerv. Because she feels backed into a
comer by events, she has a mean and spiteful outlook that leads her to manipulate most evervone
in the play. Hedda is smart. wise, crafty, shrewd, socially deprived, cold-hearted. manipulative,
cunning and a devious woman. According to Ibsen, we see this when she is called out by Mrs.
Elvsted who says to her “My dear Mrs. Hedda, how could vou do such a thing to that harmless
old lady.” (Ibsen; Act 2) Hedda is a tortured and complex individual who thrives on sitting back

and watching other lives be destroyed because of her own unhappiness.
She is the daughter of General Gabler (even though her mother died, her name was not
mentioned), and Hedda comes from a well-known, wealthy family who had money, stature, and

power. Hedda came from a “good™ familv. One might sav that Hedda has what it takes to bea

Another key to a good essay
is having someone to
review you paper!
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takes to be a good person; however, she is quite deceitfl1l, cunning, and tricky. Even though she
thinks she 1s having fun, she constantly makes fun of her friends and family wt

besng-a good friend to
anyone, not even herself. She only married George Tesman because she was afraid of being
alone probably because she was getting older. She detests no longer having money for pretty
clothes, expensive parties, and the opera. She is always bored and wantse-wants more. |

‘y¥es, you can’'t imagine how many times I

longed for a third person on that trip.” (Ibsen 3. Act 2) She did not love Tesman and wished
they had more money, and so-because- wealth is a wall between Tesman and Hedda — so much
that she has to have things such as the piano to make her feel important and better than others.
forrepbabom enee—When Tesman serves her tea, she blurts out a snide comment. “Why
are you serving us yourself?" (Ibsen_1511. -Act 2H) Quite clearly, Hedda wishes only to be
served and waited on by a servant because that means stature. Tesman on the other hand does not

know how to be a real husband to Hedda—asyway. He isn't t

1s embarrassed by him. He

But Tesman keeps trying to please her.- Hhe goes for 2
promotion and when he loses it, he tries to show Hedda the bright side, he tells her: but-that-was

“Well, at least we have our home, Hedda, our wonderful home.” (Ibsen

Not much to
say here other
than choosing

good grammar
and wording

Dr. Robertshaw recommended T use the

word prospect




edda wants more!

good person; however, she is quite deceitful, cunning, and tricky. Even though she thinks she is
having fun, she constantly makes fun of her friends and family which actually causes not only
their misery but her own as well. She isn’t a good friend to anyone, not even herself. She only
married George Tesman because she was afraid of being alone, probably because she was getting
older. She detests no longer having money for pretty clothes, expensive parties, and the opera.
She is always bored and always wants more. We see this when she says about her honevmoon
that “ves, you can’t imagine how many times I longed for a third person on that trip.” (Ibsen
1503; Act 2) She did not love Tesman and wished they had more money, and so wealth is a wall
between Tesman and Hedda — so much so that she has to have things such as the piano to make
her feel important and better than others. When Tesman serves her tea, she blurts out a snide
comment. “Why are vou serving us vourself?” (Ibsen 1511; Act 2) Quite clearly, Hedda wishes
only to be served and waited on by a servant because that means stature |Tesman on the other
hand does not know how to be a real husband to Hedda. He isn’t the sort of man she respects.
She seems embarrassed by him. Hedda thinks that if he gets an upcoming position at the
University that this will make a difference because he will have greater importance. In
anticipation of his getting the job, she convinces her new husband to buy a house beyond his
prospective that she probably does not even want in the first place. She finds Tesman dull and
boring. But Tesman keeps trying to please her. He goes for the promotion and even when he
loses it, he tries to show Hedda the bright side, he tells her: “Well, at least we have our home,
Hedda, our wonderful home.™ (Ibsen 1500; Act 1) But that is not enough for Hedda.

Hedda also does not want a child even though that is what her society expects of her.

Aunt Julie clumsily hints to Hedda about becoming pregnant. But Hedda is not an ordinary 19%

Another key to a
successful paper is to

review and review
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Hedda also does not want a child even though that is what her society expects of her.

Aunt Julie clumsilv hints to Hedda about becoming pregnant. —setsure—if she and Gees

St e e et e e e e eeeen—Hedda s not the ordinarv

new home, -so to satisfi—amuse herself, she beginsto-manipulate-theplavs head-game with the

people around her

Unlike Hedda, Aunt Julie Tesman and Mrs. Thea Elvsted are more traditional in many
ways. _Aunt Julie requires purpose in her life and that purpose is caring for others. She married
and took care of her husband with assumed pride and then moved on to take care of Rina, her

invalid sister. Aunt Julie is a very feminine woman_ the sort of woman that Tesman is used to

but Hedda finds her boring an simple. Hedda looks down on her

Hedda's old friend. but-she-is-bering—Mrs. Elvsted. on the other hand, is the true wasa

radical of the play who leaves her husband to pursue the life she feels fulfills her, regardless of

what it will do to her reputation. She tells Hedda that she and her husband by leaving her
husband—"We-don’t have a single thought in common, not a single thing in the world...-heand

1" (Ibsen_1495: Act 1) Mrs. Elsted found a kindred spirit in Hedda's old love, Shemeved-onte

endd aven 3 time-with-Eilert Lovborg. and it becomes her passion to help him -te-help-him

-
b 4

write his new manuscript. Hedda is both jealous and intimidated by Thea Elvsted. Though Hedda

looks down on her, she seems to sense that Thea is braver than she is. So Hedda does her best to

belittle her. Hedda One time shecallsed her Thora to seem as if she can’t even rememeber who

she is. —and-anothertime—Mrs. Elvsted remindsed Hedda that she used to make fun of her and

threatened to bum her hair. Hedda dismisses thisd-it at first and then tries to pretend it bysaving

As with any good
paper, it is ok to
eliminate lines and

add more that
were not part of the
original draff.




century woman, and like with her honeymoon, she is already bored with her married life in her
new home, so to amuse herself, she plays head-games with the people around her.

Unlike Hedda, Aunt Julie Tesman and Mrs. Thea Elvsted are more traditional in many
ways. Aunt Julie requires purpose in her life and that purpose is caring for others. She married
and took care of her husband with assumed pride and then moved on to take care of Rina, her
invalid sister. Aunt Julie is a verv feminine woman, the sort of woman that Tesman is used to,
but Hedda finds her boring and simple. Hedda looks down on her.

Hedda’s old friend, Mrs. Elvsted, on the other hand, is the true radical of the play who
leaves her husband to pursue the life she feels fulfills her, regardless of what it will do to her
reputation. She tells Hedda that she and her husband “don’t have a single thought in common,
not a single thing in the world . . . (Ibsen 1495; Act 1) Mrs. Elvsted found a kindred spirit in
Hedda’s old love, Eilert Lovborg, and it becomes her passion to help him write his new
manuscript. Hedda is both jealous of and intimidated by Thea Elvsted. Though Heddh looks
down on her, she seems to sense that Thea is braver than she is. So Hedda does her best to
belittle her. Hedda calls her Thora to seem as if she can’t even remember who she is. Mrs
Elvsted reminds Hedda that she used to make fun of her and threatened to burn her hair. Hedda
dismisses this at first, and then tries to pretend it was just silly talk, a joke, but this childhood
memory allows us to see the violence that Hedda has always had inside her

Even so, with all her cruelty, at times, Ibsen wants us to feel compassion and sympathy
for Hedda because of the paltry life she is trapped in due to society’s restrictions that keep her
from being able to express herself in an appropriate way. The only real power that Hedda can
use is the power of manipulation and this isn’t real power. Hedda is also guilty of keeping herself

in check. Because she is unwilling to break away from the society she hates, because she is

HEDDA
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i-was just silly talk-, a joke, bu

ce that Hedda

this childhood memory allows us to see the

. Berta-vasthe subservient individual whe did net

trapped in due to society’s restrictions_that keep her from being able to _express

male siereetypes- The only real power that E can use is the powes of

1 and this isn't real power. Hedda is also guiltv of keeping herself in check. Because

av fr etv_she hates. because she is of losing her
reputation, she can’t be free. She uld leave the same way that Mrs. Elsted did, but Hedda
ould never wat to be in tion that Mrs. Elsted is in. So Hedda is just a

responsible for making herself mise d the judge plav-is-about

1 Bismic . gtk 14 " 1 »

mg-them-to-be trapped-in-a-maen s-werld

1] “jJust once in my life I want to help shape someone’s destiny.” (Ibsen

Act 3) She thinks that an do this by manipslated-manipulating Eilest-Lovborg into a

beautiful death that will be his gift to h n that he is She r

- hex former lover_into drinking again when he really did not want to

She used her wiles when Tesman was-is preoccupied and stelesteals Eilert's onl

svanh manuscript, his on fire — Hedda

the manuscript. SThe-mean—and-spitafial cos B Lo T 1

batior-the-one-who-is-sbsassed-overthe Faminine:

the-power—Troniaally.the-pistols-represent-power—Hedd

B L I

Eabetz Loont o becase she e smdened b B b becmise doeas i the beas

ceatle die bed bons bosee Lo e e sk e el

forher death

edda has an The ebsessienobsessive exireme personality She has 1

o get the men in her life to do what she wants. ¥

Tesman_and Judge Braek "Of the man as well, you understand, because you know that kind of -
how should T put this — that kind of triangular amangement is really a magnificent convenience
for everyone concemed.” (Ibsen 1503. Act 2) George Tesman begged Hedda to be his wife and
because she agreed, he will forever try to please her. Tesman not only bought a house because
Hedda wanted it, he would do anything for her, and he would rather die than ask Hedda to live in
2 middle-class home. Tesman would do anything for her because it is the obsessive fate he lives
— it is the way Hedda programed him. Judge Brack was obsessed with Hedda and threatened a

scandal if Hedda did not have him Hedda herself was s obsessed 2

ughts of death, thinking that t

father’s guns and t seauty in the right sort of pistelsand

death

be furious with Eilert Lovborg's death, not because she was

Ouly Hedda _could

ened buy it, but e it was not the beautiful death she longed to see. But in the end

f doing the

lizing she is tulv in a pr n making, instead

Here I took a brave approach and totally

troyed several pages in an effort to

make two good pages. | wa
the first time around.

Hedda Gabler

as infatuat

with
DEATH!



As I wrap up the final pages of my writing
of the Queen of Manipulation, I have hopes that
you might want to read about her yourself.

I read it because I had to read it and am happy
not only that I read 1t but because I had
to dig into the mind of Hedda.
She was a twisted.



afraid of losing her reputation, she can’t be free. She could leave the same way that Mrs. Elvsted
did, but Hedda would never want to be in the insecure position that Mrs. Elvsted is in. So Hedda
is just as responsible for making herself miserable as her husband, Aunt Julie, and the judge

Hedda tells us that “just once in my life I want to help shape someone’s destiny.” (Ibsen
1517; Act 3) She thinks that she can do this by manipulating Lovborg into a beautiful death that
will be his gift to her, a sign that he is still in her power. She manipulates Lovborg, a sober
alcoholic, mto drinking again when he really does not want to. She uses her wiles when Tesman
1s preoccupied and steals Eilert’s only copy of his manuscript, his greatest work, and she burns
the manuscript. She then gives Lovborg General Gabler's pistol and convinces him to commit
the unspeakable act of suicide. This will be her undoing instead of her triumph |

Hedda has an obsessive, extreme personality. She has used hints of seduction to get the
men in her life to do what she wants. When Judge Brack realizes what Hedda has done, he uses it
to finally get her to give in to him. He finally will be able to become her lover. He lets her know
exactly what he expects her to do to buy his silence. He knows that Hedda would never be able
to live with the scandal of what she has done. Judge Brack also kmows that they can dupe
George. “Of the man as well, you understand, because you know that kind of — how should I put
this — that kind of triangular arrangement is really a magnificent convenience for everyone
concerned.” (Ibsen 1503; Act 2) George Tesman begged Hedda to be his wife and because she
agreed, he will forever try to please her. Tesman not only bought a house because Hedda wanted
it, he would do anything for her, and he would rather die than ask Hedda to live in a middle-class
home. Tesman would do anything for her because it is the obsessive fate he lives — it is the way

Hedda programed him. Judge Brack was obsessed with Hedda and threatened a scandal if Hedda




v convineed

to commit sui

did not have him. And Hedda herself is obsessed as well, obsessed with her father’s guns and
thoughts of death, thinking that there is beauty in the right sort of death

Only Hedda could be furious with Eilert Lovborg’s death, not because she was saddened
by it, but because it was not the beautiful death she longed to see. But in the end, realizing she is
truly in a prison of her on making, instead of doing the hard thing and leaving her husband and
her unfulfilling life, and escaping from Judge Brack, she gives herself the beautiful death she
longs for, but it is her own death. In the end, Hedda is the one most manipulated. She is
manipulated by the society she lives in and the fact that she is not brave enough to live outside of

it

There is no such thing as a beautiful
death Hedda!
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